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Caminito del Rey, which means “The King’s Little Pathway,” is a narrow walkway located in the province of Malaga.. The

history of Caminito del Rey dates back to the early 20th century, when it was built as a passage for workers to access

the hydroelectric power plants in the nearby mountains. It was completed in 1905 and later used by King Alfonso XIII in

1921, which is how it got its name. The path fell into disrepair over the years, becoming dangerous and closed to the

public.

However, in 2015, it was renovated and reopened as a tourist attraction after several years of restoration work. Today,

Caminito del Rey is a popular hiking trail, offering breathtaking views of the gorge and the surrounding landscape.

Caminito del Rey, a famous hiking trail located in the province of Málaga, Spain, offers an exciting and unforgettable

experience for visitors who love adventure and nature. The trail runs along the steep walls of the El Chorro gorge, and it

offers breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape.

Spending a day at Caminito del Rey is a must-do activity for anyone visiting the region. The trail is a 7.7 km walk, and it

usually takes around 3-4 hours to complete, depending on your pace. The path is a combination of wooden walkways

and footpaths that hug the rocky walls of the gorge, and it offers plenty of opportunities to appreciate the natural beauty

of the area.

To start your adventure, you need to book your ticket in advance as it is essential to control the number of visitors who
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can access the trail. The entrance fee includes a helmet, which is mandatory to wear throughout the hike, and an audio

guide that provides information about the history, geography, and flora and fauna of the area.

Once you have your ticket, you can start your journey at the Ardales entrance. You will then walk through a tunnel that

leads you to the beginning of the wooden walkway. The first part of the trail is relatively easy and flat, and it offers a

great introduction to the stunning views that await you.

As you continue along the path, you will soon reach the most famous part of Caminito del Rey: the Balconcillo de los

Gaitanes, a narrow section of the trail that hangs 100 metres above the river.

This part of the hike requires more focus and attention, but it also offers the most spectacular views of the gorge and

the Guadalhorce river below.

After passing the Balconcillo de los Gaitanes, you will cross a bridge that takes you to the second half of the trail, which

is a bit more challenging. This part of the hike is steeper, and it requires more physical effort, but it is also the most

rewarding. You will pass through a pine forest and several tunnels carved into the rock before reaching the end of the

trail. At the end of the trail, you will find the Gaitanejo dam and the El Chorro hydroelectric power station. You can take

some time to rest, take photos, and enjoy the views before returning to the starting point.

Spending a day at Caminito del Rey is an unforgettable experience that offers a perfect mix of adventure and nature.

The trail is well-maintained, and the staff ensures the safety of all visitors. However, it is essential to wear comfortable

clothes and shoes, carry enough water and snacks, and follow the instructions and rules provided by the staff.

If you are visiting the Málaga region, make sure to include Caminito del Rey in your itinerary. It is a unique and

breathtaking experience that you will never forget.
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